Bloomfield Public Library
Meeting of the Board of Trustees
Tuesday, January 27, 2026
6:00 p.m.
MINUTES

	
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m.      

Present:  Q. Peacock, A. Borgstrom, M. George, E. Meade, K. Steiner, R. Aycock, 
D. Wollschleger

Public Comment:  No public comment

Approval of Agenda:  Emily moved to approve the agenda.  Ann seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Minutes:  Michele moved to approve the December Board Meeting minutes. Ann seconded.   The motion passed unanimously.  

[bookmark: _Hlk204015303]Treasurer’s Report:  
· Emily moved to approve the December Treasurer’s Report.  Quintin seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.   

Financial Reports:   
· For December:  $12,876.74 – expenses; $2,002.66 – deposits.
· Quintin moved to approve the Cash Activity Report for December.  Ann seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.
· Quintin moved to approve the Year-to-Date Report for December.  Emily seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Review of bills to be paid:  Karen moved to approve payment of the bills (warrants) for January in the amount of $8,559.78.  Quintin seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

Director’s Report:  Emily moved to approve the Director’s Report.  Michele seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  
· Rachael attended Bloomfield Community Connections Group meeting; discussed food needs and access in community.  
· First outreach Story Time with YMCA After-School program at Bloomfield Elementary School this week
· Walking Challenge coming up in February.
· Working with Office of the Aging to offer Tai Chi for Seniors in February or March.
· Training scheduled (for staff) with Ontario County Sheriff’s Office; active threat; will also include evaluation of facility.
· Training scheduled (for staff) with Rochester Accessible Adventures regarding maintaining a sensory friendly space.

Committees
Budget and Finance – (Quintin, Ann, Karen)  Meeting scheduled for Wednesday, February 4 at 5:00 
· Next meeting (tentative/if needed):  Wednesday, February 11 at 6:00

Personnel  (Quintin, Michele, Karen)  Meeting scheduled (to review handbook) for Thursday, February 19 at 6:00
· Previous meeting: Wednesday, January 14 at 6:00 p.m.

Governance
· No report

Facility (Ann, Emily, Michele):  Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, February 17 at 5:30
· No report

Planning 
· No report

Audit
· No report

Financial Oversight Committee (Karen, Michele).  Will schedule for March.
· No report

Karen made a motion to approve the committee reports; Quintin seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.


Friends:
· Will clean out shed when weather is warmer.
· Provided food for staff meeting in December
· Purchased storage totes for shed


Programming Annual Report
Quintin made a motion to approve the Programming Annual Report.  Ann seconded.  The motion was passed unanimously.
· Recurring Programs
· Community Partnerships
· Future Goals


Old Business
· NYS Retirement Update:  Has been delivered; just waiting for processing.
· Tax Cap Override and Designation of Tax Cap Filer:  Quintin made a motion to approve the updated resolution with the Tax Cap Filer designation as shown below; Emily seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Bloomfield Public Library has determined that the proposed budget for the fiscal year 2026-2027 includes a tax levy that exceeds the allowable limit set forth under New York State’s property tax levy cap law (General Municipal Law § 3-c); and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees recognizes the need to exceed the tax levy cap in order to provide necessary library services, cover anticipated expenses, or meet other fiscal needs as outlined in the proposed budget; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees acknowledges that, pursuant to the New York State Property Tax Cap Law, any proposal to exceed the applicable tax levy limit must first be approved by an affirmative vote of at least sixty percent of the eligible voting members of the Board of Trustees, and that the proposed budget including such override is thereafter subject to approval by a simple majority of the voters of the library district at the annual budget vote and election; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Bloomfield Public Library authorizes the library to exceed the tax levy limit for the fiscal year 2026-2027, as permitted under the provisions of General Municipal Law § 3-c, and that the proposed tax levy be presented to the voters at the annual election for their approval; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees directs the Secretary of the Board to ensure that all necessary legal notices are provided to the public regarding the proposed budget and the vote to exceed the tax levy cap.

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees designates Donna Wollschleger, Treasurer to file the appropriate forms and filings with the New York State Office of the State Comptroller no later than March 1, 2026. 

ADOPTED this January 27, 2026 by the Board of Trustees of Bloomfield Public Library.


New Business	
· January Personnel Change Report (RPC):  Quintin made a motion to approve the amended January RPC; Ann seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.
· FFRPL Annual Report:  Quintin made a motion to approve the FFRPL Annual Report; Emily seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.
· Financial Oversight Update: 

Emily moved to establish the 2026 Financial Oversight Committee as a temporary, ad hoc committee in accordance with the Financial Oversight and Audit Cycle Policy adopted September 15, 2025, and to assign the committee the Year 1 Financial Policy Review responsibilities under that policy, including:

· Reviewing all financial policies of the library, including the Procurement Policy, Investment Policy, Credit Card Use Policy, Conflict of Interest Policy, Whistleblower Policy, and Reserve Fund Policy.

· Comparing these policies against guidance and best practices issued by the New York State Office of the State Comptroller and the Handbook for Library Trustees of New York State.

· Assessing whether the policies are legally compliant, practical for library operations, and current.

· Preparing a written report to the Board of Trustees with recommended policy updates or revisions.

The committee shall include at least two trustees and the Library Director, shall exist solely for the purpose of completing this review, shall submit its report to the Board of Trustees by January 1, 2027, and shall automatically dissolve upon submission of its report unless otherwise directed by the Board.

· Michele seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

· Director Overnight Travel:   Quintin made a motion to approve the Director Overnight Travel for Advocacy Day in Albany on February 2 and 3; Ann seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.
· Professional Development Calendar:  Quintin made a motion to approve the Professional Development Calendar, which will result in a closure of about 10 hours throughout the 2026 year; Emily seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.
· Gifts and Donation Policy:  Karen made a motion to approve the updated Gifts and Donation Policy; Michele seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.
· Infectious Disease Prevention Plan:  Karen made a motion to approve the Infectious Disease Prevention Plan; Ann seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.
· Approval to Pay Bills for February:  Quintin made a motion to approve the payment of the bills for February prior to the February meeting (due to the late meeting date); Emily seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.
· NYS Deferred Compensation Participation:  Quintin made a motion to approve participation in the NYS Deferred Compensation Plan, effective when we are fully enrolled in New York State Retirement; Emily seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.
· Quintin made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss Personnel; Ann seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Karen moved to come out of Executive Session; Emily seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Personnel was discussed.
· Director’s Evaluation:  Karen made a motion to approve the Director’s Evaluation for 2026 (January 2026); Quintin seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.


Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m.  Motion to adjourn made by Quintin.

Next Meeting:   Monday, February 23 at 6:00 p.m.
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Resolution to Override the Property Tax Levy Cap

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Bloomfield Public Library has determined that the proposed
budget for the fiscal year 2026-2027 includes a tax levy that exceeds the allowable limit set forth under
New York State’s property tax levy cap law (General Municipal Law § 3-¢); and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees recognizes the need to exceed the tax levy cap in order to provide
necessary library services, cover anticipated expenses, or meet other fiscal needs as outlined in the
proposed budget; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees acknowledges that, pursuant to the New York State Property Tax Cap
Law, any proposal to exceed the applicable tax levy limit must first be approved by an affirmative vote of
at least sixty percent of the eligible voting members of the Board of Trustees, and that the proposed
budget including such override is thereafter subject to approval by a simple majority of the voters of the
library district at the annual budget vote and election; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Bloomfield Public Library
authorizes the library to exceed the tax levy limit for the fiscal year 2026-2027, as permitted under the
provisions of General Municipal Law § 3-c, and that the proposed tax levy be presented to the voters at
the annual election for their approval; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees directs the Secretary of the Board to ensure that all
necessary legal notices are provided to the public regarding the proposed budget and the vote to exceed
the tax levy cap.

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees designates ()N \I\]Oi |SCealio fie the
appropriate forms and filings with the New York State Office of the State Comptroller no Tater than
March 1st, 2026.

ADOPTED this January 3 7 » 2026 by the Board of Trustees of Bloomfield Public Library.
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Quintin Peacock, Board President Date
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